Question: "Is it acceptable to repeatedly pray for the same thing?"
Answer: In Luke 18:1-7, Jesus uses a parable to illustrate the importance of persevering in
prayer. He tells the story of a widow who came to an unjust judge seeking justice against her
adversary. Because of her persistence in prayer, the judge relented. Jesus’ point is that if an
unjust judge will grant the petition of someone who perseveres in a request for justice, how
much more will the God who loves us—“his chosen ones” (v. 7)—answer our prayer when we
keep praying? The parable does not teach, as is mistakenly thought, that if we pray for
something over and over, God is obligated to give it to us. Rather, God promises to avenge His
own, to vindicate them, right their wrongs, do them justice, and deliver them from their
adversaries. He does this because of His justice, His holiness, and His hatred of sin; in
answering prayer, He keeps His promises and displays His power.
Jesus gives another illustration of prayer in Luke 11:5-12. Similar to the parable of the unjust
judge, Jesus’ message in this passage is that if a man will inconvenience himself to provide for
a needy friend, God will provide for our needs far more, since no request is an inconvenience to
Him. Here again, the promise is not that we will receive whatever we ask if we just keep asking.
God’s promise to His children is a promise to meet our needs, not our wants. And He knows our
needs better than we do. The same promise is reiterated in Matthew 7:7-11 and in Luke 11:13,
where the “good gift” is further explained to be the Holy Spirit.
Both of these passages encourage us to pray and to keep praying. There is nothing wrong with
repeatedly asking for the same thing. As long as what you are praying for is within the will of
God (1 John 5:14-15), keep asking until God grants your request or removes the desire from
your heart. Sometimes God forces us to wait for an answer to our prayers in order to teach us
patience and perseverance. Sometimes we ask for something when granting it is not yet in
God's timing for our lives. Sometimes we ask for something that is not God's will for us, and He
says “no.” Prayer is not only our presenting requests to God; it is God’s presenting His will to
our hearts. Keep on asking, keep on knocking, and keep on seeking until God grants your
request or convinces you that your request is not His will for you.

